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Comics Youth CIC Heritage Project: Here and Queer: Liverpool

Hi! We are sending you this information sheet because we would like to invite you to take part in our oral 
history project. However, before you decide whether to participate we would like to outline why we are 
interested in your oral history and what it will involve. Please take the time to read this information and feel 
free to ask us any further questions if anything is unclear.

What is Here and Queer: Liverpool?

This project aims to collect the oral histories of LGBTQ+ identifying people from across merseyside and 
relay their experiences, narratives and the changes that these people have seen as a graphic novel 
anthology. This will go on to become an educational resource and serve as an important tool to provide 
information to schools, libraries and the general public about the queer history of Liverpool. In the current 
media climate, we feel it is of great importance that more LGBTQ+ history  is documented, preserved and 
passed on to younger generations in order for us all to have a better understanding of a history that is all 
too often ignored within mainstream teaching. The oral histories will also be turned into an online archive 
and exhibition to help promote the anthology publication.

Who is organising and funding this project?

Kay Dale, LGBTQIA Development Officer of Comics Youth CIC is running this project through funding 
from The Heritage Lottery Fund. She has a degree in Illustration and experience with making comics and 
publications. She has a huge interest and commitment to this project from growing up LGBTQ+ in a small 
village community with no means of learning about queer identity and heritage.

Why have I been asked to take part?

We aim to interview 30-40 LGBTQ+ identifying people, from all age ranges, who have lived or currently live 
in the Liverpool area. We hope by having a range of ages we will gather a timeline of events from past to 
present to better understand how the lives of the queer community have changed within Merseyside. We 
want to make this research as diverse as possible so we are looking for anyone who identifies within the 
LGBTQIA+ community, whether you identify as male/female/non-binary/other gender, and are also looking 
for a range of ethnicities to make sure we collect a diverse range of narratives.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?

The aim of this project is to create and archive of interviews with a group of LGBTQ+ identifying people 
whose valuable life stories have gone unrecorded, and to present them in a format that is easily accessible 
to everyone (online archive, graphic novel anthology). This will help to further educate on the history and 
lives of LGBTQ+ people. We also hope that you will find it rewarding to have your contributions recognised 
publicly and that you will be pleased to have an opportunity to add your account to a historically significant 
collection of archived interviews.

What is involved in taking part?

If you agree to take part we will arrange an interview with you and will audio record the interview. We are 
able to interview you at the Comics Youth office (address can be found at the end of this letter) but equally, 
we would like to accommodate you, so if you would prefer to be interviewed in your place of work or 
somewhere more convenient for you this can also be arranged.



What happens to the interviews?

The interviews will be transcribed and stored digitally. Personal data and contact sheets will be removed 
and stored separately in a secure filling cabinet at the Comics Youth office and will not be shared with 
anyone else. 
New data protection legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation [GDPR] which came into effect on 
25 May 2018) has changed the way in which we inform you about how your personal data is stored and 
processed, and how you can get access to it. We now need to seek your active consent in writing to take 
part in the interview and to continue to store and make use of the personal data about you which you give 
us, such as your name and contact details, and of course the content of your life story interview.
The oral history section at Comics Youth CIC complies with the CY’s own Privacy Policy (https://
comicsyouth.co.uk/about-us)
and also follows the Oral History Society’s best practice guidance on data protection (www.ohs.org.uk/
privacy)

Will my taking part in the study be kept confidential?

If you prefer to have your contribution anonymised this is possible and we will change names and keep 
specific details vague (e.g. “I worked in Tesco on hanover street where I lived, with Mandy” would change 
to “I worked in a supermarket near to where I was currently living, with Olivia”). If we also choose your 
interview to be visualised as a comic, we will discuss how to best represent you and how much/little 
resemblance you would be happy with in the illustrations. However if you do not feel the need to keep 
yourself anonymous we would only be use your first name in the anthology anyway, and all names of 
friends/family will still be changed (unless they are able to consent to staying unchanged). The only things 
we would wish to use and not change would be how you identify (lesbian/trans*/non-binary/ gay FTM etc) 
and your age so that we can show the range of stories and backgrounds we have recorded.

What happens at the end of the project?

All those taking part in the oral history interviews will be offered a copy on the transcript. The interviews 
that make it into the anthology will be offered a copy of the finished publication (along with their transcript). 
Although not all interviews will make it into the publication, they will all still be archived and are all still 
vitally important to this project. We will be selecting various narratives for the publication to show a diverse 
range of stories but still want all of them to be accessible to show a deeper and fuller LGBTQ+ history of 
Liverpool.

Contact and further information

If you have any further questions about this project, please get in touch.

Email: kay@comicsyouth.co.uk

Phone: 0151 708 2808

Address: Comics Youth CIC, Fourth Floor, 76-78 Lord Street, L2 1TL, Liverpool.


